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was in his favor. Sometimes he was thrown bound
into a pool of water, if he went to the bottom he won,
if he floated he lost. At the moment when he was
thrown into the water the priest adjured the water in
these words: "I adjure thee, oh water! in the name of
the Almighty God, who created thee, and ordained
thee to serve the needs of man, not to receive this man
if he is culpable, . . . but cause that he float upon
thee/' Sometimes they were content to make the
accused swallow a piece of bread and cheese, after
having adjured them to remain in his throat if he had
lied. These tests were called ordeals. The church had
drawn up a ritual for each ordeal. In 1215 the general
Council gathered at the Lateran ordered these tests
to be suppressed.